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PROBLEMS THE ORGANIZATION HEALTH AND HUMAN 
RELATIONS (SEX EDUCATION) THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS 


Frank Haar 
University Oregon 


Educators generally agree that they must deal with the 
school child unified whole, and that impossible 
separate the mental, physical and other phases his 
life and growth. Health and Human Relations (Family 
Life Education) social hygiene vital part the 
education every student but too few schools the 
country have recognized this fact, and since the advent 
Sputnik there have been suggestions that this subject 
one the “frills” education. 

While most students are interested their studies, they 
are likewise asking questions relating social hygiene 
family-life education. Such questions are expected 
when one realizes that the majority young people re- 
ceive little sex information from their parents be- 


cause few students feel that they can discuss such problems 
with their parents. 


Among educators who favor sex education high school 
should be. one extreme the urgent recommendation 
that the subject restricted exposition, the bi- 
ology teachers, the facts about human reproduction. 
the other extreme the enthusiastic identification sex 
education with the efforts make boys and girls “good” 
frightening them with the horrors the venereal dis- 
eases and the stigma unwanted pregnancies. Actually, 
neither extreme acceptable. should conceive 
social hygiene phase character education, directed 
toward the whole child. 

Schools today must seek develop normal and whole- 
some attitudes and ideals relation sex life. Sex 
education must developed and conducted organic 
part the entire educational program. The school the 
most practical place for the program because practically 
all adolescent boys and girls are now enrolled second- 
ary schools. Thus the schools are best situated reach 
most students. Finally, for many boys and girls, the school 
sometimes their last chance get guidance without 
learning bitter experience. 

However, fundamentally, the first duty sex education 
belongs the home. Many parents, realizing this, have 
already given their children splendid education this 
sort. They have been pioneers, deserving much praise for 
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their courage and common sense, but they are too few 
number. The chief difficulties not lie with the school 
children, but rather mainly the inhibitions and perverted 
attitudes adults. The first and fundamental requirement 
for all concerned teaching rid themselves such 
self-consciousness and embarrassment and acquire clean, 
wholesome views that will enable them deal with sex 
education naturally with any other facts. 

There are many teachers still affected historic sex 
taboos, resultant repressions, misunderstandings and aver- 
sions. Many teachers have not had courses anatomy, 
physiology personal hygiene their college curriculum 
and they are not equipped background training 
deal with the problems sex education. 

However, because the rich background most teachers 
have and their experience methods teaching, they 
are good position learn anew the important biologi- 
cal, psychological, and sociological facts and principles 
which parents and adults need know connection 
with sex. 

the Elementary School Level every teacher should 
teach social hygiene far his her subject activity 
contributes character building and the shaping 
ideals. She should extend understanding the facts life 
and help the pupil adjust socially. the early grades both 
sexes study and play together their physical education 
classes and thereby learn observe and accept differences 
without bias. Here these years the instruction must 
clear, honest and based upon fact. Here are developed 
attitudes toward personal cleanliness, right types cloth- 
ing, the value good medical care, the importance 
health and physical education activities, recreation, self- 
control, security family affection, parental sacrifices and 
responsibilities the home. 

Educators today are confronted with the problem 
(1) whether instructional materials related sex educa- 
tion should presented natural parts other courses, 
broad program social hygiene human relations 
calling for cooperation teachers biology, home eco- 
nomics, general science, health and physical education, 
social studies and others (2) whether materials should 


taught separate course offered varying grade 
levels. 

The consideration the first method calls for com- 
plete integrated program from kindergarten the end 
high school may delayed until high school and 
there offered teachers certain subjects only. 

one aim sex education preserve family life, 
then there little doubt that should introduced the 
kindergarten level and continued throughout high 
school integral part the positive, planned approach. 

The success the integrated program depends upon 
certain basic requirements: 


(1) The teacher should know his students and methods 
presenting the subject. 


(2) The subject matter should integrated naturally 
without undue pressure. 


(3) Students should grouped according matura- 
tion, needs, capacities, abilities. 


(4) Religious views and ethnic differences must not 
introduced into the classroom discussions. 


(5) Teachers should inspire facts and truth. They 
should not preach. 


(6) Teachers should well grounded biology, phys- 
iology, sociology and health education and have 
sound emotional attitudes toward sex. 


(7) The practice having outside speakers should 
discouraged. 


(8) Most educators feel that advisable separate 
the boys and girls the integrated method. 
seems advisable some schools separate for 
some the material, classes which the sexes 
are usually separated such physical education 
would acceptable. 


(9) The class should not stimulated curiosity, 
secrecy, outside discussions. 


(10) Some problems should handled personal con- 
ference. This calls for good health guidance and 
additional problems should referred parents, 
ministers, public health departments, and the fam- 
ily physician. Some schools have designated 
their staff someone act health coordinator 
who familiar with the health activities the 
community. also works closely with the local 
P.T.A., medical, and ministerial groups. 


(11) The teachers who are selected for this area should 
possess good personalities, should good char- 
acter, have emotional maturity, and have the re- 


spect the students. Teachers can improve their 
knowledge through summer courses extension 
courses the colleges and universities in-service 
training provided the local school districts. 


The following topics for discussion the various courses 
for the integrated plan are only tentative and suggestive: 


Biology—the biological function social hygiene, the 
influence various glands the body, the study 
heredity and reproduction. 


English—social phases human relations, marriage 
customs, leisure-time values, personal and family 
problems. 


General Science—health and sanitation factors social 
diseases, the life cycle certain plants and animals, 
factors involved plant and animal breeding. 


Health Education—the majority schools have health 
course requirement health and physical edu- 
cation. Some the topics could include superstitions 
about sex, mental well-being, understanding the op- 
posite sex, physiology and hygiene menstruation, 
cleanliness, dangers venereal disease, conservation 
health, cost illness, and the effects alcohol and 
tobacco. 


development changes, 
posture, recreational activities, value leisure time, 
values clean living, Like other subjects the cur- 
riculum, physical education can cultivate significant 
ideals and attitudes the same time that physically 
sound bodies are being developed. 


Social Studies—manners and customs social life, the 
mores and folkways, marriage laws, role the father 
and mother the family, venereal diseases and family 


life. 


Home Economics—problems family living, growth 
and needs the baby, family responsibilities, child 
care, and ways democratic living the home. 


For School Administrators there need for marshal- 
ing all the forces guidance, adult education, pre-school 
programs, teen-age clubs, improved recreational activi- 
ties, clinical services including child guidance clinics, 
and religious activities. Emphasis should placed 
doing better job the required health teaching program 
and the administrator should provide health coordinator 
his schools coordinate the social hygiene program 
order see that there overlapping duplication 
content material the various courses the integrated 
program. 
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FACTORS ASSOCIATED WITH FAMILY AFFECTION PATTERNS* 


The State College Washington 


One our earlier studies Washington teenagers indi- 
cated that certain patterns family values and relation- 
ships are apparently more conducive than others 
greater degree happiness the home, perceived 
responding high school 


grades seven through twelve four Washington communi- 
ties, sought learn more about the influence family 
culture patterns upon selected attitudes and behavior 
teenagers. this paper, will report briefly upon rela- 
tionships between family affection patterns, perceived 
teenage respondents two the four communities, and 
selected items which are concerned with (a) other aspects 
family culture and (b) attitudes and behavior teen- 
agers. Similar analyses the impact family discipline, 
family cooperation and the practice democracy the 
home parents are now underway. One the two com- 
munities rural county. The other located the urban 
fringe Seattle. 


Information about the influence family affection pat- 
terns teenagers unquestioned importance parents, 
well family life educators. Students family life 
generally assume that very affectionate home life bestows 
many benefits individual reared such home. 
These benefits are presumed affect the personality or- 
ganization the individual and his subsequent participa- 
tion society. not know that these assumptions have 
ever been tested systematically. our search the litera- 
ture, were unable find any empirical evidence bearing 
the influence affection, although references the pre- 
sumed beneficial affects affection can found. 


Our approach was predicated upon the assumption that 
perception family affection patterns scalable area 
the social-psychological sense, used Guttman. other 
words, expected that the responses teenagers 
series questions dealing with various manifestations 
affection the home would enable classify their fami- 


Scientific Paper No. 1738. Washington Agricultural Experiment 
Stations. Work conducted under Project No. 1364. revision 
paper presented the 15th annual meeting the Pacific Northwest 
Council Family Relations. Seattle, Washington, March 28, 1958. 
1Cf. Slocum, “Some Factors Associated with Happiness 
Unbroken Homes,” The Coordinator, (March, pp. 35-39. 
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lies according degrees This turned out 
the 

Chart presents differences and similarities affection 
types between broken families and normal families 
which the teenager lived with both parents. This chart 
shows that relatively more teenagers broken than un- 
broken homes reported unaffectionate families. This was 
true both for boys and for girls both communities. The 
converse was also true. That is, relatively more the un- 
broken homes were perceived affectionate. There were 
some differences between sexes and between the two com- 
munities, but these were generally too small statistic- 
ally significant. From practical point view, the similari- 
ties the statistical distributions are important. 

For the balance the report attention will devoted 
the influence affection paterns normal families— 
those which the teenager lived with both parents. 


METHODOLOGY 


will not deal with methodology detail, but readers 
might like know about methods used obtaining infor- 
mation. the Spring 1957, cooperation with the 
Agricultural Extension Service the State College 
Washington and community leaders, designed ques- 
tionnaire dealing with the interests and activities teen- 
agers. The questionnaire was administered approxi- 
mately 9,000 teenagers four communities. 

The major applied objective this survey was obtain 
information which could used appraising the pros- 
pects that boys and girls grades seven through twelve 
the four communities would participate community- 
service projects and other organized youth activities, 
such projects were sponsored the Agricultural Extension 
Service other organizations. 

The questionnaire was administered anonymously. 
conscientious effort was made convince the teenagers 
that the survey would not only provide useful information 


The final scale used classifying the families into affection 


categories included eight items: “parents are generous with praise,” 
“home life very happy,” “children feel ‘close’ parents,” “parents 
show real love and affection for children,” “children are ashamed 
parents,” “parents are hateful,” “parents dislike children,” and re- 
spondents’ rating affection the family direct question con- 
cerning affection. 


the community but would also help increase the scien- 
tific fund knowledge about the values, contacts, and ac- 
tivities that are important the development young 
people responsible citizens. For the analysis reported 
this paper, processed all the 327 responses obtained 
small rural county eastern Washington and about 
2,000 representing per cent the replies from large 
district the urban fringe Seattle. far could 
ascertained, nearly all the respondents filled out the 
questionnaires conscientiously; however, approximately 
1.5 per cent those from the urban fringe had dis- 
carded because evident facetiousness. 

Just word about scaling. will not delve into the 
complicated details involved establishing scale, but 
wish point out that the classification families into 
affection types (see Chart was based upon consistency 
the responses teenagers battery eight questions. 

The literature which reviewed did not provide 
cient information permit develop set specific 
hypotheses relating the expected influence different 
family patterns affection upon family members. Conse- 
quently, the material which follows will not presented 
tests any particular hypotheses; rather, view this an- 
alysis exploration relationships with the hope 
establishing more specific hypotheses for further study. 


Among the factors which were definitely associated with 
the affection scale positive direction were teenagers’ 
perceptions, the other three aspects family relation- 
ships included the study. That is, the degree coopera- 
tion within the family, the fairness discipline within the 
family, and the democratic management the family were 
all significantly related the affection scale score. This was 
true both school districts, boys and girls, and all age 
levels. 

addition, the parents the more affectionate families 
generally were perceived taking more interest the 
school work the teenagers, although this association was 
less pronounced for the older boys. the urban fringe dis- 
trict, for instance, there was not high relationship 
between affection and parents taking interest school 
work among the eleventh and twelfth grade boys was true 
among boys the lower grades. Among the girls, age 
showed relatively little difference. 

Another factor which seemed related, certain extent, 
affection the younger teenagers, but not among the 
older ones, was that parents usually being home eve- 
nings. For both the girls and boys who were eleventh and 


coefficient contingency, corrected for broad grouping, 


was used evaluate the strength association. The direction 
association was ascertained inspection. The authors have decided 
not include the bulk the statistical evidence the text, but 


twelfth graders, this factor did not appear related 
affection. 

There was positive but rather low relationship between 
the teenagers’ perception the adequacy their parents’ 
income and affection within the family. This relationship 
was highest among the boys. 


did not find residential demographic factors 
related affection consistent manner: for example, 
affection was not characteristic the farm families any 
more than was characteristic the town famiiles; 
neither was size family consistently related affection. 


CHART 


PERCEPTIONS FAMILY 
AFFECTION PATTERNS 


Percentage Teenagers 100 


Unoffectionate Intermediate 


GIRLS 


Educational level mother was not consistently related 
affection, although, among the boys the rural county, 
there was positive association .32 between educa- 
tion mother and the affection scale. While this not high 
correlation, does indicate definite relationship. Among 
the girls from the rural county, there was almost high 
association between mothers’ education and 
affection, but was negative correlation. This means that 
among girls, the better educated mothers were more likely 
families perceived unaffectionate, whereas, 
among the boys, the mothers with more education were 
likely the affectionate families. the urban fringe, 
the relationships were not nearly pronounced, but they 
were the same direction the rural county. Why 
should families with more highly educated mothers tend 
perceived affectionate boys and unaffectionate 
girls? not have any plausible explanations for this, 
nor our data throw any light the matter; additional 
research may provide answer. 

Within our culture, may anticipated that fewer 
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STATISTICAL MEASURES ASSOCIATION 


Association between affection scale and selected factors 


Vu Boys 


Urban Fringe Urban 
Selected Factors Rural Grades Grades Grades Rural Grades Grades Grades 
Countyt Total 7&8 9&10 11&12 County? Total 7&8 9&10 1&12 
Degree cooperation within 510 514 544 537 553 561 
Fairness discipline withinthe 521 549 515 612 527 507 
<.10 <.001 <.01 <.001 <.05 <.01 <.50 
<.10 <.001 <.01 <.05 <.10 <.20 <.10 <.10 
Grades last report .290 .203 —.270 -188 375 
<.20 <.001 <.20 <.20 <.01 <.20 <.30 <.01 


<.70 <.05 


* Corrected coefficient of contingency. All associations are positive unless otherwise specified. C was not computed by grades unless significant for the total group. 


+ Probability. 


} Not enough students in the rural county to warrant comparisons by grade in school. 


social deviants would produced affectionate than 
unaffectionate families. this study, followed pro- 
cedure developed Nye and get measure 
deviant behavior through series five questions deal- 
ing with delinquent The answers these questions 
were then combined form delinquency score. The 
higher the score, the less delinquent the teenagers would 
considered. There was definite positive association 
between delinquency and affection. This association was 
much higher among the boys than among the girls. 
Another phase investigated was the relationship between 
the grades the last report cards and affection with the 
family. almost every instance (the exception was the 
rural girls), there was positive relationship between 
grades and affection. That is, higher grades were more like- 
found among the teenagers from the more affection- 
ate families. This relationship was not high any one the 
groups tested, but proved the highest among the urban 
fringe boys from the seventh and eighth grades, with the 
relationship lower among the boys the upper grades. 


Ivan Nye and James Short, Jr., “Scaling Delinquent Be- 
American Sociological Review, (June, 1957), pp. 326-331. 

The five items were: skipped school without legitimate ex- 
cuse, told parents they what they were ordered do, 
drank beer, wine liquor, taken things that did not belong them, 
and purposely damaged destroyed public private property that 
did not belong them. 


December, 1958 


Among the urban fringe girls, the relationship increased 
with age. The eleventh and twelfth grade urban fringe girls 
showed the highest relationship all categories girls. 
The rural girls, previously mentioned, did not show 
positive relationship all. Among these girls, lower grades 
were found among the girls from more affectionate fami- 
lies. not have any ready explanation for these differ- 
ences. 

Another behavior factor which examined was fre- 
quency church attendance. previous study showed that 
the more active participants church organizations are 
likely from happier homes and better adjusted 
many aspects.® the present study, found that teen- 
agers from more affectionate homes tend more active 
church activities, but the association was not high 
warrant the placing much significance upon it. 


CONCLUSION 
The data just briefly summarized show striking rela- 
tionships between affection the family and the various 
aspects family and individual behavior and attitudes 
revealed this study. However, what relationships were 
found generally run positive direction and suggest 
that there are benefits reached from living affec- 
Cf. Carol Stone, Church Participation and Adjustment 


High Schoo! and Youth, Bulletin 550, Washington Agri- 
cultural Experiment Stations, May 1954. 


tionate family, rather than unaffectionate family. 
many instances, this relationship was stronger among the 
younger teenagers than among the older ones who have 


perhaps started break family ties and not feel the in- 
fluence their families strongly the younger teen- 
agers. 


PARTICIPATION FATHERS, MOTHERS AND TEENAGE SONS 
AND DAUGHTERS SELECTED SOCIAL 


JR. 


University Oregon 


This study will deal with the differentiation sex 
participation family social activity. The similarity and 
difference the participation fathers, mothers and teen- 
age sons and daughters each ten social activities will 
discussed.! 

The data were supplied 1027 high school sophomores 
living non-broken white families Tampa, Florida 
the spring The median age fathers was 43.7 
vears, mothers 39.6 years and respondents 15.1 years. 
The fathers and mothers had been married median 19.0 
years and had median 2.2 children whom median 
1.9 were still living home. The median education 
fathers was years and mothers 8.9 years. One-half 
the fathers and one-half the mothers who worked 
were employed “blue collar” and service occupations. 
Seven out ten fathers and mothers had been reared 
the southeastern section the United States. All the 
families were either the pre-launching launching 
stages the family life cycle. 

Eight out the ten social activities were found 
shared activities 78.9 per cent more the families 
studied. The other two activities, visiting the children’s 
friends and belonging clubs, were shared more than 
one-half the families. See Table for other details. 


The general level participation fathers and mothers 
social activity was found relatively high all 
activities except two, belonging clubs and visiting the 


The author wishes express his appreciation the 
Brown Trust and the Graduate School the University Oregon 
for financial assistance the data analysis phase this study. 

For discussion the participation members these same 
families other areas family activity see the author’s articles 
“Participation Fathers, Mothers and Teenage Sons and Daughters 
Selected Family Economic Activity,” The Coordinator, (Septem- 
ber, 1957), pp. 15-16; “Participation Fathers, Mothers and Teen- 
age Sons and Daughters Selected Child Care and Control Activ- 
ity,” The Coordinator, (December, 1957), pp. 31-32; and “Par- 
ticipation Fathers, Mothers and Teenage Sons and Daughters 
Selected Household Tasks,” The Coordinator, (June, 1958), pp. 
61-62. 


children’s friends. The proportion fathers and mothers 
usually participating six these ten activities was ap- 
proximately the same. two items, using the family car 
and belonging clubs, more fathers than mothers were 
reported participating. the other two activities, enter- 
taining guests and visiting the children’s friends, the re- 
verse relationship was found. 

all ten activities there was considerable difference 
the participation teenage sons and teenage daughters. 
but one item, using the family car, did larger propor- 
tion sons than daughters participate. 

The proportion fathers participating eight the 
ten activities exceeded that sons. The reverse pattern was 
found for belonging clubs and for visiting the friends 
the children. 


Differences were found the proportion mothers and 
daughters participating six the ten social activities. 
Mothers exceeded daughters visiting father’s friends and 
relatives, entertaining guests, and the use the family 
car. The reverse pattern was found for using the living 
room radio, belonging clubs and visiting the children’s 

Some differences were found between fathers and daugh- 
ters six items. Far more fathers than daughters used 
the family car. greater proportion fathers than daugh- 
ters visited father’s friends and relatives and went sum- 
mer vacations. Many more daughters than fathers were 
found belong clubs and visit the children’s friends. 

More mothers than teenage sons participated eight 
the ten social activities studied. The reverse relationship 
was found for the other two items, visiting children’s 
friends and belonging clubs. 

least per cent more mothers than any other family 
member were found engage entertaining guests 
the family home. The proportion teenage daughters 
reported entertaining guests was about equal that 
fathers. Teenage daughters exceeded teenage sons 28.2 
per cent. other words, the female side the family, 
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TABLE 


PER CENT FATHERS, MOTHERS AND TEENAGE SONS AND DAUGHTERS 
PARTICIPATING SELECTED SOCIAL ACTIVITY* 


1027 Non-Broken White Families) 


Family 


Shared Teenage Teenage 

Activity Father Mother Son Daughter 

Activity Per Cent Per Cent Per Cent Per Cent Per Cent 
Visits mother’s friends and 91.0 89.1 89.8 69.0 86.5 
Visits father’s friends and 90.5 88.4 92.2 69.6 82.0 
56.2 48.4 38.3 60.7 68.4 
Range High 93.9 92.3 93.9 84.6 92.7 
Low 56.2 20.1 31.7 48.7 35.7 


* The items are listed in rank order according to the percentage of the families in which the activity was shared, i.e., usually participated in by two or more members 


of the family. 


especially the mother, was found performing its tradi- 
tional role family hostess. 

the current study far the majority the fathers 
and mothers were found visit friends and relatives. 
interesting note that the teenage respondents see larger 
proportion the mothers than fathers visiting the 
father’s friends and relatives. 

There are several pieces evidence the current study 
which support the idea that teenagers look outside the 
family circle for much their social activity. For example, 
larger proportion the teenagers than parents belong 
clubs. Fewer the teenagers than parents were found 
entertain guests and visit the parent’s relatives and 
friends. larger proportion the teenagers visit the 
children’s friends than parents. This could inter- 
preted mean that many cases the friends the teen- 
agers are not the sons and daughters parental friends 
nor are they cousins, the offspring the siblings their 
fathers and mothers. That some the friends teenagers 
iall these two categories supported the fact that 31.7 
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per cent the mothers and 20.1 per cent the fathers were 
reported visiting the friends their children. 

That teenage sons seek their social activity outside 
the family setting more frequently than daughters 
supported the finding that 28.2 per cent fewer sons than 
daughters entertain guests the family home, 11.2 per 
cent less with other family members summer vaca- 
tions, 8.1 per cent less use the family living room, 9.9 less 
use the living room radio and 22.7 more sons than daugh- 
ters use the family car. The car may considered means 
communication with the world outside the family for 
the male sex, especially the teenager during the apron 
string cutting period his development. lesser propor- 
tion the teenage sons than the parents partic- 
ipated the activities just mentioned. 

summary, participation the ten social activities 
was found shared activity most the families 
studied. Considerable variation sex and age the pro- 
portion fathers, mothers and their teenage offspring 
participating these activities was found well. 


TEACHING TECHNIQUE FOR COURSE MARRIAGE AND THE FAMILY: 
THE SURVEY THE MARRIED STUDENT POPULATION 


GLOGAU 


Oregon College Education 


Frequently students enrolled functional courses 
marriage and the family inquire about the characteristics 
and living arrangements the married students their 
campus. The students enrolled the author’s winter term 
(1958) class marriage and the family Oregon College 
Education planned and executed survey some the 
background characteristics the 218 full time married 
students attending their college. Married students who 
commuted were contacted through the campus mails and 
those living nearby person. Completed questionnaires 
were returned male and female students 
per cent those contacted. The students the class tab- 
ulated the answers the portion the questionnaire which 
could summarized statistically. The findings concerned 
with the characteristics this married student population 
are presented Table 


TABLE 
CHARACTERISTICS THE MARRIED STUDENT 
POPULATION 
Married — 
Characteristic Males Females 
Median Range Median Range 
Age years 18-50 18-58 


Number months knew spouse 


before engagement 2-60 
Number months engaged 0-33 1-54 
Number years married 10.5 5-38 
Own age marriage 17-35 20.5 16-27 
Spouse’s age marriage 17-32 23.5 19-40 
Number children 0-5 0-5 


interesting note that the average married female 
student had been married for over ten years and was ap- 
proximately thirty-one years age the time the study, 
whereas the average male student had been married for 
three and one-half years and was years age. There 
may implications this finding for the role education 
the lives the female married student. Perhaps she fre- 
quently postpones her education order rear family 
and/or work outside the home. may ask what ex- 
tent this pattern behavior found other campuses. 

also interesting observe that the married male 
student’s spouse one year his junior while the married 


female student three years younger than her spouse. 
significant differences were found between the male and 
female married students the length time they had 
known each other prior engagement, the length their 
engagement period and the number children currently 
their families. 

Less than per cent the couples were expecting the 
time the study was made. Nine the males and five the 
females had had some premarital contact with profes- 
sional marriage counselor. Most couples failed respond 
the question the “major problems” that they were 
having currently their marriage. those who did, most 
the items concentrated the realms family finance, 
intra-couple communication, relationships with in-laws 
and minor conflicts over religion. 

Both male and female married students had higher 
grade point average than did most students attending the 
Oregon College Education the spring 1958. The 
average GPA married men was found 2.55, 
married women 3.02 and for the college student body 
whole 2.48. 

The typical sources family income was found 
from the wife’s working, the husband’s stipend, the hus- 
band’s part-time job and money saved while both the 
husband and wife were employed during the summer 
months. The median income these families was $2,600 
per year, the range from $1,200 $7,300. The sources 
income the couple with $7,300 per year was follows: 
Wife’s teaching position $4,100, Husband’s stipend 
$1,440, Summer employment both $1,500 and part-time 
employment husband during the school year $260. 

teaching technique the married student survey has 
number advantages. The preparation the questions 
asked fosters the facing students the immed- 
iate problems that couples face during early marriage. This 
type class project also fosters finding out how others 
have solved are solving the problems couples face 
married pair. 

the administration the questionnaire direct contact 
with from five ten married couples gives the student 
opportunity interact with other students who are the 
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process adjusting marriage while attending college. 
other words, gives the student opportunity ex- 
change ideas informally with persons actually situa- 
tion while objectively studying the formal classroom 
situation the same time. 

summarizing the data obtained the survey, the 
student begins see some the limitations subjective 
research and the problems objective study. The inter- 
change among students about their experiences contact- 
ing the married students well the tabulation the 
results can give students feeling successful accomplish- 
ment through the process combining classroom study 


with bit field work. 


TEACHING TECHNIQUE 
Editorial Comment 


Arthur Glogau has pointed out two the central pur- 
poses involving students enrolled functional courses 
marriage and the family actual research projects. 
The data obtained can aid developing pool 
objective information upon which base answers ques- 
tions students frequently ask about being married while 
still going college. The data also can helpful tool 
when class wishes examine the special situation 
their own campus. other words, these surveys can help 
fill the gaps our knowledge about topics about 
which now have little objective information and give 
the students and the instructor opportunity compare 
the particular situation their campus with that others. 
Continuous obtainment the same information from mar- 
ried students year after year would also provide oppor- 
tunity for the longitudinal study changing patterns 
family life the college campus. 

Perhaps even more important than any the above 
the opportunity offered the students interact among 
themselves they team develop the instruments 
used obtain the desired information and analyze 
the data after obtained. From the points view 
both Arthur Glogau and the writer the most important 
aspect the use the married student survey teaching 
tool rests the opportunity for the student interact with 
persons actually engaged the day day process mar- 
riage and family living while one both the spouses 
continue their formal education. 

The writer tried experiment similar the one dis- 
cussed above Arthur Glogau the Spring 1957. The 
project grew out the request students for permission 
ask married couples about their wedding and honey- 
moon. The project was crystallized one day when student 
remarked, “Mr. Johannis, you know how make studies. 


the work you will help plan the questions 
should ask.” 
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Each student was requested submit ten questions 
which would like ask married couples. This 
assignment resulted nearly 1000 questions which were 
turned over class committee summarize. the 
many suggested topics the class chose study the wedding 
and honeymoon behavior, the educational and occupa- 
tional goals the wives married students, and the 
amount and sources income college married couples. 

The information obtained about these four topics will 
published later date. What will discussed here 
are the procedures that were used and the value the ex- 
perience from the student’s point view. 

During the process developing the research instru- 
ment, questionnaire, considerable class discussion cen- 
tered about who should provide the information desired, 
the husband the wife. result these discussions the 
class decided obtain the same information from both 
spouses independently. order accompish this the 
class divided itself into teams consisting one male and 
one female order that male student could have the 
husband complete the questionnaire the same time that 
the female had the wife the same. this way was 
possible have the spouses supply the desired informa- 
tion without influencing each others answers. Some the 
class members who were pinned, engaged married com- 
bined forces with the other half their own pair who was 
not necessarily member the class for the purpose 
doing the interviewing. 

the committees and interviewing teams developed, 
class attendance became nearly one hundred per cent and 
spouses and girlfriends boyfriends, some whom had 
taken the course previously, began ask the instructor 
would mind they came class with their spouse 
intended. The amount discussion among students dur- 
ing the regular class hour and over coffee outside class 
time increased. The volume outside reading mush- 
roomed the increased circulation the books the re- 
serve book shelf the college library accepted valid 
indicator. 

Nearly eighty per cent the class became involved 
the interviewing. Thirty per cent the class had non- 
class member the other half their team. Each pair 
did either three seven interviews. Some the inter- 
viewing teams requested permission more after they 
had completed their assigned number. The number in- 
terviews assigned given team was based the amount 
time the couple felt they could give the project and the 
location the homes the married couples who were 
provide the desired information. 

Seventy per cent the class members who participated 
the project reported their experience positively, 
twenty per cent were indifferent and ten per cent consid- 
ered the experience imposition upon them. Nearly all 
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the non-class members reported positive experience. 
The most enthusiastic supporters the value the re- 
search project teaching tool were the pinned and 
engaged couples who were seriously considering marriage 
before the completion their college work. The next most 
enthusiastic group was composed married teams and 
the third, the steady dating teams. The least enthusiastic 
group was comprised teams which the partners were 
still “playing the field.” 

The positive responses centered about the following: 
opportunity meet and see the homes married 
couples, chance see mothers with young children 
action, chance discuss other topics after the desired 
information had been obtained, and the opportunity 
bring the various aspects marriage out the open 
the teams discussed their interviewing experiences among 
themselves and with other interviewing couples. 

Many the interviewers were invited stay for coffee 
after the spouses had completed their questionnaires. These 
“coffee hours” gave the interviewing teams opportun- 
ity ask questions many sorts about married life 
the campus. Several the married teams the class met 
other married couples and friendships were initiated. 
one wife put it, “You (the instructor) did great favor 
having both together. We’ve met two couples 
and have had several parties together already. Both 
husband and realized that hadn’t had date together 
months now having them regularly with an- 
other couple two.” 

husband remarked, “My wife was afraid meeting 
people and didn’t think our campus apartment was good 
enough place which entertain. Seeing that other people 
were friendly and took and that their apartments were 
much like ours certainly has improved our marriage rela- 
tionship.” 

One couple who were pregnant pair for the first time 
became acquainted with couple with five week old baby. 
The mother-to-be was somewhat uneasy about caring for 
young children the other mother helped giving the 
pregnant wife opportunity share the care five 
weeks old child and giving the new mother hand after 
her baby arrived. 

Several the engaged couples who were considering 
marriage while still going school moved their date 
for marriage, “If others can can we..,” they 
remarked. 

One pinned couple asked what college married couples 
did for recreation during one their interviews. The 
couple replied, having some friends tomorrow 
night. Come over and see for yourself.” The interview- 
ing team did. Enjoyed it. Married during the summer 
and had sponsor getting acquainted the married 
student circle when they returned school the fall. 


The interviewing experience had other effects, too. For 
example, one couple postponed their marriage they 
felt that they “could never make they had 
live like that.” 

Several engaged couples received opportunity care 
for young children when they gave one the married 
couples whom they had interviewed night out. result 
this type experience one male said that “knew for 
sure that had the right girl she sure can cook and 
handle children.” 

Several couples found result their participation 
the research project that they didn’t really have what 
takes married pair and parted ways. One male 
remarked that this was the first time that ever broke 
with girl and we’re still friends.” One the pairs who 
broke even introduced each other several members 
the opposite sex whom they thought their former 
“intended” might interested. 

Several the couples mentioned that they were scared 
death when they rang the first doorbell but the way 
“that these people took and treated was wonderful.” 

Most the students reporting negative experience also 
reported that they had little interaction with the spouses 
whom they interviewed. one put it, “we just got the 
questionnaires filled out and left.” One two the par- 
interpreted the whole project “doing the in- 
structor’s research work.” 

One indirect result was increase the requests from 
married students the campus for counseling and from 
members the class for pre-marital counseling. 

can seen from the above many students received 
experiences from participating study married 
students college campus which appear have con- 
making more pleasurable their relationships 
with others, especially members the opposite sex. The 
writer would like encourage others try well planned 
class oriented research projects part their kit 
teaching tools. 

All projects have their amusing experiences. Let’s end 
our discussion with example. One interviewing couple 
came into the writer’s office and requested duplicate set 
questionnaires. Upon inquiry the story received went 
something like this, “We were interviewing our last couple 
and were about get into the car when smelled smoke. 
looked into the back seat and there were our completed 
questionnaires going smoke. brother, sure 
went work fast. grabbed her coat and beat out the 
flames. sure handled them carefully. it’s with 
you just copy over the burned ones.” 

the way, the girlfriend now sporting ring, wear- 
ing new coat and new cushion adorns the rear seat 
the car. inference intended. 


T.B.J. 
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THE FAMILY LIFE BOOKSHELF 
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One the most down earth sets suggestions the 
use family income that the writer has run across 
recent years Sidney Margolius’ Modern Plan for 
Managing Your Money” (Better Homes and Gardens, No- 
vember, 1958, 10ff). Unlike most programs for the use 
the family’s money this one does not suggest that the 
family allot relatively fixed percentage its income 
each the major categories into which expenditures may 
typically classified, e.g. food, clothing, shelter and car. 
Instead Mr. Margolius suggests that the family consider 
its own value system well the current and future 
demands upon income sets its plan accomplish 
its financial goals. Readers who wish more detailed ac- 
count Mr. Margolius’ thinking how make the 
most family income are encouraged consult his 
earlier work entitled Your Guide Financial Security 
published 1955 The New American Library. 

Several booklets worthy place the family finan- 
cial bookshelf include the following publications the 
American Institute for Economic Research (Great Bar- 
rington, How Make Your Budget Bal- 
ance, How Avoid Financial Tangles, Life Insurance and 
Annuities from the Buyer’s Point View, How Invest 
Wisely and Trusts and Funds from the In- 
vestor’s Point View. Like the materials written Sid- 
ney Margolius mentioned above these booklets give the 
family opportunity develop their income use plan 
about their particular value system. Unlike much the 
material concerned with insurance and investments these 
are developed from the point view the purchaser 
rather than from that the seller. new edition each 
title published annually thus continually bringing its 
contents date. 

Part the 1959 edition the Agricultural Outlook 
Charts entitled “Planning Family Finances” contains sev- 
eral worthwhile items. For example, find that job- 
related expenses working wives takes almost one-third 
their earnings and that the expenditure for hired help 
was especially high for working mothers with young chil- 
dren. The family that wishes plan for the replacement 
the family’s “white” goods, i.e. washing wachine, stove 
and the like, will find the charts dealing with the life 
expectancy these items helpful. Slides, both black 
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and white and color, and wall charts these materials 
are available nominal cost. These make excellent class- 
room teaching aids. This annual publication available 
from the Superintendent Documents, U.S. Government 
Printing Office, Washington 25, D.C. 

Family Life Educators will find the December 29, 1958 
issue Series P-20, Number Current Population Re- 
ports: Population Characteristics entitled “Illustrative 
Projections the Number Households and Families: 
1960 1980” worthy study. According the report, 
1980 our current 39.2 million married couples will have 
increased somewhere between 53.8 and 56.2 million. 
The number families (groups related persons living 
together) estimated have increased from 43.7 million 
1958 somewhere between 60.0 and 63.2 million 
1980. The median age women first marriage ex- 
pected decline but slightly during the next twenty-one 
years, from its current 20.2 years possibly low 19.9 
years 1980. This U.S. Bureau the Census report may 
obtained from the Superintendent Documents the 
address mentioned above. 

The median income the American families esti- 
mated have been $5,000 (prior taxes) 1957. This 
estimate was about per cent higher than 1956. How- 
ever, the Consumer Price Index the Department 
Labor averaged 116.2 1956 and 120.2 1957. Thus the 
$200 increase average family income from 1956 1957 
was not reflected increase purchasing power for 
the average family. For further details see Current Popu- 
lation Reports: Consumer Income (Series P-60, No. 30, 
December 1958). Also available from the Superintendent 
Documents the address mentioned above. 

Another item worthy inclusion the family life 
bookshelf the Heller Committee for Research Social 
Economics the University California’s annually re- 
vised publication entitled Quantity and Cost Budgets for 
Two Income Levels. Detailed expenditure patterns are pre- 
sented for the family the salaried junior professional 
and executive worker and for the wage earner. Prices are 
based survey conducted the San Francisco Bay 
area each September. The “typical” family for which the 
budgets are prepared consists man, woman, boy 
and girl 


One the better summaries the relationship between 
money and marital happiness found second edi- 
tion Arch Troelstrup’s Consumer Problems and Per- 
sonal Finance (McGraw-Hill Book Company, 1957). This 
book also contains excellent chapters money planning 
fit the value system the family and democracy 
home management. This latter chapter contains one the 
few summaries the literature the topic the division 
work within the family. 

Another volume that some the readers the family 
life bookshelf may have missed the revised edition 
Howard Bigelow’s volume entitled Family Finance: 
Study the Economics Consumption (J. Lippincott, 
1953). Among the more outstanding discussions the 
volume one might well include the chapter the automo- 
bile and the two chapters dealing with the problem ad- 
justing family expenditures changes family needs and 
changes business conditions. The volume also contains 
one the more detailed discussions the place credit 
family finance. 

Serious students family finance will want study the 
chapter the family’s quest for income security Amer- 
ican Social Legislation John Hogan and Francis 
(Harper and Brothers, 1956) they haven’t already 
done so. The authors include information the impact 
family income security the general level business 
conditions, the industry which the family income pro- 
ducers work, the number family income producers and 
the geographic location which the family lives well 
the impact the age, sex and race the income producers. 
Hogan and book also contains one better brief 
summaries family legislation. The organization this 
material into three subdivisions: the family general, the 
marital relationship and the parent-child relationship, add 
the general usefulness their volume whole. 

The family life bookshelf might regularly include the 
Family Economics Review published the Institute 
Home Economics, Agricultural Research Service the 
United States Department Agriculture. The publication 
reports current developments family and food economics 
and the economic aspects home management. 

The September 1958 issue Federal Reserve Bul- 
letin published the Board Governors the Federal 
Reserve System (Washington, D.C.) contains the annual 
survey the financial position consumers for 1957. 


Although much the data presented terms spend- 
ing units some related the marital status the head 
the family and the presence absence children 
under eighteen. The July 1958 issue contains survey 
the purchases durable goods consumers during 1957. 
Fifteen per cent the families with children under eighteen 
which the head was under forty-four years age pur- 
chased television sets during 1957 compared twelve per 
cent the families having children under eighteen 
which the head was the same age bracket. The study con- 
tains family focused data the purchase other major 
household equipment and the housing status non- 
farm families. 

One can hardly leave discussion some the ma- 
terials the field without mentioning Hazel Kyrk’s classic 
study the relationship the family the economic in- 
stitution entitled The Family the American Economy 
(The University Chicago Press, 1953). Few writers 
have dealt with this fundamental relationship terms the 
economic welfare families with the insight that Hazel 
Kyrk has this volume. This classic certainly deserves 
central place the family life bookshelf any serious 
student the American family. 

The family life educator frequently called upon 
discuss the marriage-career problem with young women. 
One the outstanding discussions the alternatives open 
these young adults contained the chapter mar- 
riage and careers Clifford Kirkpatrick’s volume entitled 
The Family Process and Institution (Ronald Press, 
1955). Kirkpatrick discusses the advantages and disad- 
vantages choosing each six possible paths: (1) ex- 
clusive career, (2) marriage-maternity-homemaking, (3) 
low-fertility-companion, (4) 
full-career, (5) and (6) 
fertile-marriage-plus-full-career. 

recent book worthy careful study family coun- 
selor and family life educator alike Evelyn Duvall’s 
Family Development (J. Lippincott, 1957). The book 
attempts spell out the demands placed society the 
family and its members the different stages the family 
life cycle. The chapter changing patterns child rear- 
ing the United States from 1880 1950 certainly can 
give one opportunity test how well his own child rear- 
ing philosophy tune with the times. 


T.BJ. 
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PACIFIC NORTHWEST FAMILY LIFE NEWS AND NOTES 


Department Editor 
Oregon College Education, Monmouth, Oregon 


It’s time think about participating the sixteenth 
annual meeting the Pacific Northwest Conference 
Family Relations. This year’s Conference theme “The 
Family and Mental Health.” Conference dates are from 
8:00 p.m. Thursday March 19, 1959 through Saturday 
noon March 21, 1959. The meetings will held the 
Montana State University Campus Missoula, Montana. 
Why not mark the dates your calendar now? 

announced the September issue the Cordinator 
Rueben Hill, Director the Minnesota Family Study 
Center, will the keynote speaker and will talk “New 
Child Rearing Ideas and Practices—What are Their Con- 
sequences?” and “What’s Happening Father— 
Changing Father Roles?” 

The program will also include the following sections. 
Please send your suggestions and offers participate 
the appropriate arrangements chairmen today. 


Teaching Family Relations the Schools. Co-chair- 
men Mrs. Marjorie Bjork, Stevensville High School, 
Stevensville, Montana and Mrs. Dorothy Thomas, 
Hamilton High School, Hamilton, Montana. 


The Health Professions and the Family. Chairman, 
Mrs. Mary Munger, Montana Registered Nurses 
Association, Helena, Montana. 


Children, Youth and Adults the Family. Chairman, 
Miss Amy Wold, Extension Service, Bozeman, Mon- 
tana. 


Counseling and Guidance Family Members. Chair- 
man, Maurice Brookheart, Testing and Counseling 
Center, Montana State College, Bozeman, Montana. 

Children and Youth the Community. Chairman, 
Gordon Browder, Department Sociology, Mon- 
tana State University, Missoula, Montana. 

Family Life Education Through Pre-School Groups. 
Chairman, Shirley Newsom, Department Home 
Economics, Montana State University, Missoula, 
Montana. 

The Family and the World Work. Chairman, Sister 
Providencia, The College Great Falls, Great Falls, 
Montana. 

Research and Theoretical Papers the Family and 
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Mental Health. Chairman, William Evans, Depart- 
ment Sociology, Montana State University, Mis- 
soula, Montana. 

This year’s conference being sponsored the Mon- 
tana Society for Mental Health and the University 
Montana. Montana State University’s Departments Soci- 
ology and Home Economics will the local hosts. General 
information about the conference may obtained from 
Bruce Brown, President, Pacific Northwest Council 
Family Relations, Department Sociology, Montana State 
University, Missoula, Montana. Reservations for accom- 
modations twin-bed dormitory rooms may sent 
Mrs. Homer Anderson, Director, Residence Halls, Montana 
State University, Missoula, Montana. Please accompany 
your reservations with advance payment the rate 
$2.00 per night per person. 


The Oregon Association for Nursery School Education 
conducted all day workshop the Oregon State College 
campus October 18, 1958. Norman Sundberg the 
University Oregon’s Department Psychology spoke 
“What Helps the Young Child Grow.” Katherine Read, 
Oregon State College; Mildred Kane, Oregon College 
Education; and Elizabeth Rader and Jean Spaulding the 
Oregon State Department Education lead discussion 
groups developed around Norman Sundberg’s talk. Over 
100 persons attended the conference. 


Curtis Avery, Director the Brown Trust; 
James Millar Chairman the Education Subcommittee 
the Oregon Governors Committee Children and Youth; 
and Duane Lemley, Executive Secretary the Oregon 
Governors Committee Children and Youth will attend 
the meeting the National Council State Committees 
for Children and Youth held Washington, D.C. 
January 15-16, 1959. 


Professor and Mrs. Lester Kirkendall, Oregon State 
College, spent the summer 1958 Europe person- 
ally planned family life study tour. They attended the 
World Family Congress Paris did Paul Landis, 
Washington State College; and Judson Landis, Uni- 
versity California Berkeley. 


The congress was attended some 650 delegates from 
approximately fifty countries. many the delegates 
came from countries with low levels living much atten- 
tion was given ways improving housing, medical care 
and government programs for helping families increase 
their purchasing power. Two sessions the Congress were 
enlivened vigorous debate the desirability ex- 
tending the dissemination birth control information 
families the more densely populated countries. 

Following the World Family Congress the Kirkendall’s 
traveled Volkswagen through France, Germany, Hol- 
land, Belgium, Luxembourg, Switzerland, Italy, Austria, 
Denmark and Sweden. Included among their more inter- 
esting and valuable experiences was the opportunity visit 
with European families their own homes this gave 
them chance study family interaction first hand. One 
their most enjoyable visits was the home Heinz Simon, 
Under-secretary the Ministry Family Affairs the 
West German government Bonn. 

Lester Kirkendall visited with professional leaders while 
abroad including Elise Ottensen-Jensen Stockholm, Nels 
Anderson the UNESCO Institute for the Social Sciences 
Cologne well the offices the Netherland Society 
for Sexual Reform The Hague and the National Mar- 
riage Guidance Council London. 

While abroad, Lester Kirkendall participated family 
life education workshop for teachers Reading Univer- 
sity England. The workshop was sponsored the Na- 
tional Marriage Guidance Council and featured the role- 
playing approach self-understanding. The workshop was 
under the direction Nelson Foote the Market Re- 
search Division General Electric Company and the Oscar 
Eggers Ohio State University. 


Mary Francis Reed, formerly Professor Child Devel- 
opment the International Cooperation Administration 
program the University Baroda, India will join the 
Department Family Life and Home Administration 
Oregon State College for the Winter and Spring quarters 
1959. She will teaching thé fields child develop- 
ment and nursery school education. 


Miss Martha Plonk, Assistant Professor Home Admin- 
istration, Oregon State College, year’s leave ab- 
sence for advanced study Michigan State University, 
East Lansing, Michigan. Mrs. Maryanne Staton substitu- 
ting for Miss Plonk during her absence. 


John Wiley and Sons recently published Ivan Nye’s 
book entitled Family Relations and Delinquent Behavior. 
Professor Nye Director the Sociological Research 
Laboratory the State College Washington. 


Curtis Avery, Chairman the Program Committee 
the Oregon Conference Social Welfare, announces 
that the well known psychiatrist and author, Spurgeon 
English, will the featured speaker the annual meeting 
the Conference when meets Portland, Oregon 
March 9-10, 1959. His subject will “The Individual 
and the Family Setting.” This year’s conference theme 
“Training the Social Welfare Team.” 


Whittemore Associates, (16 Ashburton Place, Boston 
Massachusetts) have published leaflet Lester Kir- 
kendall entitled Premarital Sex Standards. article 
Kirkendall entitled “What Kinsey Overlooked About Kids” 
appears the November 1958 issue the National 
Parent-Teacher. 


Paul Ullman, Anita Yourglich, James Rollins and 
Patricia Smith are working toward the Ph.D. Soci- 
ology the University Oregon under the direction 
Theodore Johannis, Jr. Mr. Ullman has accepted 
position Instructor Sociology Long Beach State 
College and working his dissertation “Parental 
Participation Child-Rearing Evaluated Male 
Social Deviates.” Miss Yourglich Assistant Professor 
Sociology Seattle University and has selected the topic 
“Differential Role Expectations Husband and Wives 
Relation the Family Decision Making Process” for her 
dissertation. Mr. Rollins instructor the Depart- 
ment Sociology the University Oregon for the 
1958-1959 academic year and Miss Smith assistant 
professor Southern Oregon College Education 


Ashland. 
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